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Merry Christmas! I hope you all had a 

wonderful Christmas with your family and friends. It was a pity  it 
was so overcast, but lots of families had chosen their Christmas get 
together to be at Bull Creek and they continued to have lots of fun 
despite the weather!  
It will be busy with cruise ships during the holidays. Keep an eye 
out for them. Even if it is 3am!   
“The Ovation of the seas” crept past on Christmas Eve -we could 
only just see the enormous outline in the fog. 

Sports Day & BBQ donation collection (suggested $5 
per adult- towards meat & prizes.) 
Pay cash  to the collectors from Gordon’s crib or via 
Internet banking. 
Bull Creek Cribowners acc  03-1736-0020746-00 
 
Sports Day BBQ 
Meat will be supplied. 
 Please bring salad/ for community table. 
 
Talent quest 
Entries to be filled out during sports Day and handed to 
Coral at Marquee. 
 
Wanted 
Judges for Talent Quest 
People to deliver newsletters each day. 
 
Colouring In competitions are now available Colelct 
from Coral at the Marquee during Sports Day or 
from the donation collectors. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Coming Up!       Help needed. 

• Beach Tidy Up- at the bay.   Friday/Sunday. 
 Rakes etc to  clear debris. 

• New Playground equipment to be installed- Sunday 
Bring -shovels crowbars 

• Culvert clearing – bring shovels 
• Landscape work by public toilets 
• possum baiting (track & fence line) 

 
 

Recently there have been 3 sea lions residing in the 
Bay. One cream coloured pregnant female and two 
large males. Keep an eye out for them when you 
are walking around or playing on the beach as they 
have shown to be ‘more than interested in close 
encounters with humans!’ Stay clear.



Bush Track 
As many of you know- the Bull Creek bush track suffered huge damage during the storm in early October.  
The majority of the bridges were destroyed. We are trying to clear the track from the debris that has been left behind.  Below is some history 
of the how the bush track came to be. Since it had become so accessible with its 10 bridges, it had become a very popular track with crib 
owners and visitors. It was devastating to see the results of the storm. 
 
The beach below the bathing sheds- had several bridges and the picnic table from the waterfall piled up on it. 
The tree bridge is still intact but has trees, bridges etc on top of it 

Extracts from the Bull Creek Book 2000. 
“…Another asset that has occurred during this time. is the formed track up through the Bush, 
following the creek. This amazing feat has made the bush accessible to many people who could not previously enjoy it. Ally 
Campbell. Brian Roughan and Robin Gamble deserve huge congratulations for the enormous amount of work they put into this 
track to provide it for the pleasure of others. Many others have also helped on this project. 
It was disappointing In 1998 to have the track closed because of new specifications for bridges but we look forward to working with 
the Otago Regional Council in 2000 as they have selected this track as one of their  Millennium projects.  
 
The BUSH TRACK 
Early 1993 Robin. Ally and Brian recognized there was a lot of history up the creek and so decided to improve the access, as at 
that stage it required many creek crossings and it was decided to put in some bridges. 
A variety of bridges were built and put in place and even a fallen trees was altered to become a bridge. Gabion Baskets were used 
as supports and also in places of difficult access. The track was worked on and improved by a band of cribowners through until 
1998 when it was upgraded by the ORC. The bush reserve is now a partnership form Project Crimson, the local cribowners, 
Department of Conservation and Otago Regional Council. 
(Project Crimson awarded us two grants to enhance the Rata in the reserve- to make possible possum control and planting of 
young plants, after recognizing the significance of the rata remnants at Bull Creek.)” 
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This year is one of the best displays of Rata that there has been 
for many years. It so lovely to see it flowering so brightly. 

We have two rubbish skips for cribowners 
use. There is one for glass only and the 
other- for small household rubbish. (Please 
no large items to be placed in the skip.) 
 

 



 
 
 
 

       
    
 
 
Marquee: Please do not let unaccompanied 
children play in the marquee. It was badly 
damaged last year and we do not want a repeat 
of this. 
Port-a-loo is for crib-owners use only. 
The toilet for public use is over by the swing. 
 
Reminder to pay $30 to Lynne for Moanariri 
cribowners annual fee. If you do not have cash 
please pay to  
Bull Creek Cribowners acc 03-1736-0020746-00  
 
Reminder that we need donations for sports day to 
cover the costs of the BBQ and prizes. Please pay to 
Lynne, Coral or online. Thank you to those 
cribowners who have already donated. 
 
Be respectful .Last night some kids threw rocks onto 
the roof of one of the cribs. This was upsetting to 
the owners. Please make sure kids who are out and 
about are respectful to others. 
 
Dogs must be on leads. Please be respectful of 
others and keep your dogs well under control. 
 
 

Cruise ship timetable. 
Tonight/ early morning  “Silver Muse” will be passing by on its way from 
Bluff to Dunedin. 
 
Dia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Diamond Princess arrives  at Dunedin tomorrow from Lyttleton and leaves 
for Fiordland 6.30pm – sailing past here  approx. 9.30-10.30pm
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Coming Up: 

Sandcastle 
Competition 

Fishing Competition 

   Working Bee 

    New Years Eve 
     Events

What a busy 24 hours we have had. -with Sports Day, BBQ. 
Talent Quest and Working bee. 

Thank you to all those involved with the 
organisation of these events. These events run so 
smoothly that it is sometimes easy to forget how 
much preparation and work goes on prior to them 
happening.
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More photos to come tomorrow from todays 
working bee. 

Time change:  Tomorrow: 
Sandcastle judging  1.30pm  . 
Prize giving  4pm- Marquee 
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We have been very 
fortunate to have been 
donated 2 pieces of 
playground 
equipment. 

Yesterday these were 
concreted into the 
ground. It will be over 
a week until the swing 
and seesaw are safe to 
be played on. 
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Out and about on  28th 29th Dec.

Sailed past but not able to 
be seen! Norwegian Sun.
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Quiz



Cruise Ship Information
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Tonight 
• 6pm- social gathering at marquee-BBQ is 

available to cook your food. Share some 
food on salad table.


• Cricket

• 9pm  marshmallow cooking

           kids fireworks


Bull Creek fire will be lit later in the evening.

Music in the Marquee.


Results from quiz in newsletter 4


Photos from todays working 
bee. Thank you to the amazing 
team of workers.



Some photos from the past!


















Predator control 
Thanks to the team of trappers who are 
out and about.

If you are able to help out -stop by and 
talk to Justin. 
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This is a large fishing spider found under a 
rock up the Bull Creek track. It was 
identified using the “app” below.


This is an excellent app to 
identify native bush and also 
small species- spiders etc.








Dec 31 Fishing Competition 
This turned out to be the smallest number of entries we can recall.

Well done to those who had been successful in finding an entry.

Thank you to Colin and John for organising this.










New Years Eve 

New Years Day Golf. 
Results: 121 to Campbells

               98 to  Gambles

Special mention to the hits by

Ross Clark & Ally Holland












           Puzzle answers
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Thank you to Kristy Shearer and family for their huge 
amount of work organising the scavenger hunt and 
naming it in honour of Ray. “Hunt like Ray.”



The Arts events 2024/25. 
Lots of beautiful colouring-in entries and 
only

one craft entry this year. Lets hope for 
more 

next time.


Puzzle answers

If you enjoy jigsaws you might like to try the 
Bull Creek jigsaw facebook page.


https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057038516853
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